
Trinity†St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
The Third Sunday of Advent December 11, 2022

 

Prelude: “Prelude on ‘Rhosymedre’”         Ralph Vaughan Williams
                      
  

Holy Eucharist 

Entrance Rite 

At the sound of the bell, all stand as they are able for the beginning of our worship. 
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Hymn                      Hymn 365

 

The people remain standing. 
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Celebrant and People: 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Trisagion                   S-100 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

Collect of the Day 

Celebrant     The Lord be with you. 
People     And also with you. 
Celebrant     Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, 
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and 
mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

As the Advent Candle is lit, the Celebrant and People say together: 

Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, just and true: to you be praise and glory for 
ever! Your prophet John the Baptist was witness to the truth as a burning 
and shining light. May we your servants rejoice in his light, and so be led to 
witness to him who is the Lord of our coming Kingdom, Jesus our Saviour 
and King of the ages. Blessed be God for ever. Amen. 
 
First Reading                  Isaiah 35:1-10                 

All sit. 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah. 
 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 

and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
the majesty of our God. 

Strengthen the weak hands, 
and make firm the feeble knees. 
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Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
“Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God. 
He will come with vengeance, 

with terrible recompense. 
He will come and save you.” 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
and streams in the desert; 

the burning sand shall become a pool, 
and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

A highway shall be there, 
and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

the unclean shall not travel on it, 
but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go 
astray. 

No lion shall be there, 
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 
but the redeemed shall walk there. 

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 

Psalm 146:4-9           Lauda, anima mea 
 
4 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * 

whose hope is in the Lord their God; 
5 Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 

who keeps his promise for ever; 
6 Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 

and food to those who hunger. 
7 The Lord sets the prisoners free; 

the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; * 
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 

8 The Lord loves the righteous; 
the Lord cares for the stranger; * 
he sustains the orphan and widow, 
but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

9 The Lord shall reign for ever, * 
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 
Hallelujah! 

 
Second Reading James 5:7-10

A Reading from the Letter of James. 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits 
for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the 
early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for 
the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, 
so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an 
example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in 
the name of the Lord. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn                                                                                Hymn 75, verses 1-2
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Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2-11

All stand as are able. 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait 
for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And 
blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
 
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What 
did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 
What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those 
who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom 
it is written, 
 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 

 
“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than 
John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
 
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
Hymn 75, verse 3 (reverse) 
 
Sermon 

Pause — a time for reflection 



 

9 
 

Nicene Creed 
All stand as are able. 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 

God, we pray for your Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy. 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 
Silence 
 
The People may add their own petitions. 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
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Confession of Sin 

Celebrant: 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

The people kneel, or remain standing, as they are able. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

Peace 

All stand as are able. 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 

Then the Minister and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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Announcements 

Announcements may be made at this point in the service, during which the people may 
be seated. 

The Holy Communion 

The Celebrant says 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the 
Most High. 

Choral Anthem: “The Truth From Above”   
English traditional carol,  arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams 

            Thomas Wade, soloist 

This is the truth from above, the truth of God, the God of love, Therefore don’t 
turn me from your door, but hearken all both rich and poor. 
      The first thing which I do relate is that God did man create; the next thing which 
to you I’ll tell— woman was made with man to dwell. 
      Thus we were heirs to endless woes, till God the Lord did interpose; and so a 
promise soon did run that he would redeem us by his Son. 
      And at that season of the year our blest Redeemer did appear; he here did live and 
here did preach, and many thousands he did teach. 
       Thus he in love to us behaved, to show us how we must be saved, and if you want 
to know the way, be pleased to hear what he did say. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving        Eucharistic Prayer B 

All stand as are able. 
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The Celebrant continues 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, God Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to 
make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in 
power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear 
rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 
 
Sanctus                  S-124 

 
The people kneel, or remain standing, as they are able. 
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Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in 
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, 
you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, 
out of death into life.  
 
On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and 
said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood 
of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
Remembering now the suffering and death and proclaiming the resurrection 
and ascension of Jesus our Redeemer, we bring before you these gifts. 
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Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood 
of Christ. 
 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, 
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with Saint Peter, Saint Mary Magdaleine, Saint Francis and all your saints, 
we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  

The Celebrant then continues 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father and Mother in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
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For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People        Therefore let us keep the feast. 
 
Fraction Anthem                                                                                  S-161

 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
 
The People may be seated; the usher will indicate each row for communion.  All who 
feel called are welcome to receive communion; alternatively, you may cross your arms 
over your chest if you prefer to receive a blessing.  
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Hymn                                                                                                Hymn 310

 

Hymn                                                                        “Magnificat”  Taize chant 

Magnificat, magnificat, magnificat anima mea Dominum. 
Magnificat, magnificat, magnificat anima mea! 
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After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People, all standing as they are able 

Loving God, 
we give you thanks 
for restoring us in your image 
and nourishing us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
Now send us forth 
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 
that we may proclaim your love to the world 
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 

The priest blesses the people, saying 

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second 
Advent be rewarded with unending life. Amen. 
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Hymn                                                                                            Hymn 72
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Dismissal 

Celebrant Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude: Improvisation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We’re glad you joined us this Sunday! If you’d like to learn more about T+SP, please 
feel free to contact us using the information below or visit our website: 
trinity-stpeters.org 
 
Clergy: The Reverend Izabella Sempari, priest@trinity-stpeters.org 
Director of Music: Robert Gurney, Robertgurney11@gmail.com 
Bishop’s Committee: Mike Chambers (Senior Warden), mcham31153@aol.com 
 Louis Cortellesso (Junior Warden), cortellessolouis@gmail.com 
 Paul Nettelmann (Treasurer), paulnettelmann@sbcglobal.net 
 Sandy Kameron (Secretary), singsonsundays@sonic.net 
 Jennifer Dwight (Archivist), jennifer.dwight@comcast.net 
Assistant Secretary: Lois M. Webb, lodisgt@yahoo.com 
Lay Eucharistic Minister: Steven De Gracia, quenteamor@hotmail.com 
Altar Guild,  
Open Cathedral: 

 
Jay Hoffman, jlh0747@yahoo.com 

Rota: Cynthia Cravens, yarewe_sf@yahoo.com 
Newsletter: Patrick Andersen, pwandersen@yahoo.com 
Vital and Thriving: George Teekell, george@trinity-stpeters.org 
 


