
Trinity†St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost July 30, 2023

 

Prelude: “O Hail, This Brightest Day of Days”                 Johann Sebastian Bach 

Holy Eucharist 

Entrance Rite 

At the sound of the bell, all stand as they are able for the beginning of our worship. 
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Hymn                                                                                                                               Hymn 388
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All remaining standing as are able, the Celebrant says, 
 

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
 

People Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gloria                                     S-280
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The Liturgy of the Word 

Collect of the Day 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, 
nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as 
our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not 
the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

All sit. 

First Reading                1 Kings 3: 5-12                   

All sit. 

A Reading from the First Book of Kings. 
 
At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, 
“Ask what I should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great 
and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked 
before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 
toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and 
have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, 
you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am 
only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant 
is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so 
numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore 
an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good 
and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 
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It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because 
you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or 
for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to 
discern what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a 
wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one 
like you shall arise after you.” 
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 
 
Psalm 119: 129-136                     Mirabilia 
          
129 Your decrees are wonderful; * 

therefore I obey them with all my heart. 
130 When your word goes forth it gives light; * 

it gives understanding to the simple. 
131 I open my mouth and pant; * 

I long for your commandments. 
132 Turn to me in mercy, * 

as you always do to those who love your Name. 
133 Steady my footsteps in your word; * 

let no iniquity have dominion over me. 
134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, * 

and I will keep your commandments. 
135 Let your countenance shine upon your servant * 

and teach me your statutes. 
136 My eyes shed streams of tears, * 

because people do not keep your law. 
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Second Reading                   Romans 8: 26-39 

A reading from the Letter to the Romans. 
 
The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, 
who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the 
Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
 
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who 
are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might 
be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also 
called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he 
justified he also glorified. 
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against 
us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will 
he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge 
against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ 
Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who 
indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword? As it is written, 
 

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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All stand as are able. 

Hymn                                                                                  Hymn 513, verses 1-2

 
Holy Gospel        Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 

All remain standing as are able. 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of 
all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a 
tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 
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He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was 
leavened.” 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone 
found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that 
field. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on 
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought 
it. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 
caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and 
put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the 
age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and 
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. 

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is 
like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and 
what is old.” 
 
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 
Hymn 513, verse 3 
 
Sermon 

Pause — a time for reflection 
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The Apostles’ Creed       A Form for Experimental Use 

All stand as are able. 

I believe in God, the Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only-begotten One,  
Who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the 
Virgin Mary;  
Who suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried;  
Who descended to the dead.  
On the third day the Christ arose; ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Creator.  
Christ will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

© Order of Saint Helena, used by permission 

The Prayers of the People                   
All remain standing, as they are able. 

Leader Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
Leader Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united 

in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the 
world. (silence, then:)   Lord, in your mercy 

People: Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of 
justice and peace, that we may honor one another and serve the 
common good. (silence, then:)  Lord, in your mercy 

People Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we 
may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your 
honor and glory. (silence, then:)  Lord, in your mercy 

People Hear our prayer. 
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Leader Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we 
may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. (silence, 
then:)  Lord, in your mercy 

People Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give 
them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of 
your salvation. (silence, then:)  Lord, in your mercy 

People Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for 
them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your 
saints in your eternal kingdom.  (silence, then:)  Lord, in your mercy 

People Hear our prayer. 
 

Leader For any other thanksgivings or petitions, silently or aloud: 
(The People may add their own petitions) (silence, then:)  Lord, in your mercy 
People Hear our prayer. 
 

Celebrant and People 
Hasten, O God, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, 
who now live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in 
glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 

Celebrant: 
Let us confess our sins to God. 

The people kneel, or remain standing, as they are able. 
Silence may be kept. 

Celebrant and People: 
God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 

in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
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We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 

Absolution 

Celebrant: 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace 
of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

Peace 

All stand as are able. 

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Then the Minister and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Announcements 

Announcements may be made at this point in the service, during which the people may 
be seated. 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Offertory 

Bread and Wine are offered at the Altar, and the table is set for the Eucharist. A 
collection is taken for the work of the church and then blessed. In this set of actions, the 
whole assembly brings together our food, our material resources, our spirits, our bodies, 
our cares, our relationships, and our intentions, in order to present ourselves and our 
world as completely as possible to God. All of them will be blessed in the Eucharistic 
action to come, and creation itself will be renewed. 
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Offertory Sentence 

The Celebrant says 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the 
Most High. 

Offertory Anthem: “O Nata Lux”               Thomas Tallis 
                       

 O nata lux de lumine, Jesu redemptor saeculi, dignare clemens supplicum laudes 
preces que sumere. Qui carne quondam contegi dignatus es pro perditis, Nos membra 
confer effici, tui beati corporis. 

      O born of light of light, Jesus, redeemer of the world, mercifully deem worthy and 
accept the praises and prayers of your supplicants. Thou who once deigned to be clothed 
in flesh for the sake of the lost ones, grant us to be made members of your holy body. 

The Great Thanksgiving      Eucharistic Prayer 1 

All stand as are able. 
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The Celebrant proceeds 

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source 
of life and fountain of mercy. 

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your 
constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one 
body. Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life. 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every 
generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing: 

Sanctus                   S-129 

 
The people kneel, or remain standing, as they are able. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You 
formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You 
gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and 
show forth your bountiful grace. 
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But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would 
not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your 
creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to 
care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You 
delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up 
prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, 
you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human 
family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely 
to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom 
and life. 

On the night before he died for us, 
Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues 
 
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your 
creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us 
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the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these 
gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. 
Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with 
Peter, Mary Magdalene, Francis and all your saints, past, present, and yet to 
come, we may praise your Name for ever. 
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. 

 
The Celebrant then continues 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 
People and Celebrant 

Our Father and Mother in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People        Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Fraction Anthem                          S-163 
 

 

The Celebrant says, 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
 
The People may be seated; the usher will indicate each row for communion.  All who 
feel called are welcome to receive communion; alternatively, you may cross your arms 
over your chest if you prefer to receive a blessing. 
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Hymn                      I Was Glad 

      I  was  glad  when they said     to     me,          “Let us 

 

       go  to  the  house  of    the    Lord.”   And 

 

    look,    now   we   stand  in   that   place,       in   the 

 

      cit     -     ty     be  -  lov    -    ved   of     God. 
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After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People, all standing or kneeling as they are able 

Loving God, 
we give you thanks 
for restoring us in your image 
and nourishing us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 
Now send us forth 
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 
that we may proclaim your love to the world 
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Blessing 

Celebrant: Holy eternal Majesty, 
Holy incarnate Word, 
Holy abiding Spirit, 
Bless you for evermore. 

 
People: Amen. 
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Hymn                         Hymn 534 
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Dismissal 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude: “In Thee is Gladness”                              J.S. Bach 
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We’re glad you joined us this Sunday! If you’d like to learn more about T+SP, please feel 
free to contact us using the information below or visit our website: trinity-stpeters.org 
 
Clergy: The Rev. Dr. Michael Hiller, priestly@batnet.com 
Director of Music: Robert Gurney, Robertgurney11@gmail.com 
Bishop’s Committee: Mike Chambers (Senior Warden), mcham31153@aol.com 
 Louis Cortellesso (Junior Warden), cortellessolouis@gmail.com 
 Paul Nettelmann (Treasurer), paulnettelmann@sbcglobal.net 
 Sandy Kameron (Secretary), singsonsundays@sonic.net 
Assistant Secretary: Lois M. Webb, lodisgt@yahoo.com 
Lay Eucharistic Minister: Steven De Gracia, quenteamor@hotmail.com 
Archivist: Jennifer Dwight, jennifer.dwight@comcast.net 
Altar Guild: Louis Cortellesso (Junior Warden), cortellessolouis@gmail.com 
Rota: Cynthia Cravens, yarewe_sf@yahoo.com 
Newsletter: Patrick Andersen, pwandersen@yahoo.com 
Open Cathedral: Jay Hoffman, jlh0747@yahoo.com 
Vital and Thriving: Louis Cortellesso (Junior Warden), cortellessolouis@gmail.com 

Paul Nettelmann (Treasurer), paulnettelmann@sbcglobal.net 
 


