Trinity}St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

The Fourth Sunday of Easter April 21, 2024

Prelude: “Improvisation on ‘St. Columba’”’ Healey Willan

Holy Eucharist

Entrance Rite

At the sound of the bell, all stand as they are able for the beginning of our worship.
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All remaining standing as are able,

1L,‘ Celebrant
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Al - le - lu - ia. Christ is ris - en.
People
The Lord is risen indeed. Al - le - lu - ia.
Celebrant and People

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria S-279
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The Liturgy of the Word
Collect of the Day
Officiant People Officiant
— — ,
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when
we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow
where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God,
for ever and ever.

Officiant People
—L‘__ | . & I
A - men.
All sit.



First Reading Acts 4:5-12

A Reading from the Book of Acts.

The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly
family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired,
“By what power or by what name did you do this?”” Then Peter, filled with the
Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned
today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked
how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the
people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from
the dead. This Jesus is

‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
it has become the cornerstone.’

There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given
among mortals by which we must be saved.”

Reader Hear what the Spirit 1s saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.



Psalm

Psalm 23 Dominus regit me

Refrain: I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.

The refrain is first sung by the choir, and then is sung by all immediately afterward and
after each verse.

Verses:

1. The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. In verdant pastures he gives
me repose; beside restful waters he leads me; he refreshes my soul. Refrain.
2. He guides me in right paths for his name’s sake. Even though I walk in
the dark valley I fear no evil; for you are at my side with your rod and your
staff that give me courage. Refrain.

3. You spread the table before me in the sight of my foes; you anoint my
head with oil; my cup overflows. Refrain.

4. Only goodness and kindness follow me all the days of my life; and I shall
dwell in the house of the Lord for years to come. Refrain.

Second Reading 1 John 3:16-24

A reading from the First Letter of John.

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us — and we ought to lay
down our lives for one another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has
the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by
this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before
him whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he
knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness
before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his
commandments and do what pleases him.

And this 1s his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey
his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know
that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.



Reader

People Thanks be to God.

All stand as are able.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.

Hymn Hymn 343, verses 1-2
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Holy Gospel John 10:11-18

All remain standing as are able.

Celebrant 'The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for
the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep,
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away — and the wolf
snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand
does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my
own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay
down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I
must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one
flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my
life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my
own accord. [ have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I
have received this command from my Father.”

Celebrant 'The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Hymn 343, verses 4-6 (reverse)

Sermon

Pause — a time for reflection

The Nicene Creed S-105
All stand as are able.
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The Prayers of the People

All remain standing, as they are able.

Leader

Leader

People
Leader

People
Leader

People
Leader

People

Leader

People

Consoled by the knowledge that the Good Shepherd gives his life for us,
let us pray for the needs of our community, our church and our world,
saying: Lord, have mercy.

The earliest Christian community held all things in common, and no one
was in need. May we recommit ourselves to hold the goods of this world
in common and to work to eliminate hunger and homelessness. For this
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

When we share with one another, we make a new world. May we build a
new community on earth which knows God as home. For this let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Following the example of the shepherd who searched for the lost sheep,
let us seek out the lost in our community and welcome them in our
midst. For this let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Conscious of the Good Shepherd’s voice, may we speak God’s words of
reconciliation and peace to all we meet, and may all in governmental
authority receive the joyful message of peace. For this let us pray to the

Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

We are called to give up our lives for others. Let us praise God for all in
serving professions who work at low pay for the welfare of others. For
this let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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Celebrant and People

God, in you we live and move and have our being. You seek us before we know
your name, and you give us joy in your life. Accept our prayer of joy in being
found and forgiven and loved by you, for we pray in the name of Christ your
Son and in the joy of the Holy Spirit.

Peace

All stand as are able.

Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Minister and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Announcements

Announcements may be made at this point in the service, during which the people may be
seated.

The Holy Communion

The Offertory

Bread and Wine are offered at the Altar, and the table is set for the Eucharist. A collection
is taken for the work of the church and then blessed. In this set of actions, the whole
assembly brings together our food, our material resources, our spirits, our bodies, our
cares, our relationships, and our intentions, in order to present ourselves and our world as
completely as possible to God. All of them will be blessed in the Eucharistic action to come,
and creation itself will be renewed.

Offertory Sentence

The Celebrant says

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the
Most High.
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Offertory Anthem: “The 23rd Psalm” Bobby McFerrin

The Lord is my shepherd, I have all I need. She makes me to lie down in
green meadows, beside the still waters She will lead.

She restores my soul, She rights my wrongs, She leads me in a path of
good things, and fills my heart with songs.

Even though I walk through a dark and dreary land, there is nothing that
can shake me, She has said she won’t forsake me, I’m in her hand.

She sets a table before me in the presence of my foes, She anoints my head
with oil, and my cup overflows.

Surely, surely goodness and kindness will follow me all the days of my
life, and I will live in Her house forever, forever and ever.

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness we
have this bread to offer, which the earth has given, and human hands
have made. It will become for us the bread of life.

People Blessed be God forever.

Celebrant Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness we
have this wine to offer, fruit of the vine, and work of human hands. It
will become for us the cup of salvation.

People Blessed be God forever.

Celebrant  Pray, my sisters, and brothers, that my sacrifice and yours may be
acceptable to God, the Almighty.

People May the Lord receive this sacrifice at your hands to the praise and
glory of God's name, to our benefit, and to that of all God's holy
Church.

All stand as are able.

|| Celebrant People
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The Lord be with you. And al-so with you.
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Celebrant People
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for
us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death,
and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the
glory of your Name:

Sanctus S-131
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est

The people kneel, or remain standing, as they are able.

Then the Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and,
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He
stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
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The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we
offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life
in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever.

L Celebrant People
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The Celebrant then continues
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
People and Celebrant

Our Father and Mother in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia!

Fraction Anthem S-166
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Je-sus, re-deem-er of the world: Give wus your peace.

The Celebrant says,
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

The People may be seated; the usher will indicate each row for communion. All who feel
called are welcome to receive communion, alternatively, you may cross your arms over
your chest if you prefer to receive a blessing.
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Hymn Hymn 645
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“Ubi Caritas” Taize chant

Ubi caritas, et amor. Ubi caritas, Deus 1bi est.

Where there is charity and love, God is there.
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After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.

Celebrant and People, all standing or kneeling as they are able

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing

Celebrant: 'The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus
Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the
everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his
will, working in you that which 1s well-pleasing in his sight; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and remain with you always.

People: Amen.
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Hymn Hymn 204

Sung by all, standing as they are able
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1 Now the green blade ris - eth from the bur - ied grain,
2 In the grave they laid  him, Love whom  hate had slain,
3 Forth he came at Eas - ter, like the ris - en grain,
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laid in the earth like grain that sleeps un - seen:
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Refrain
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Love is come a - gain like wheat that spring - eth green.
Dismissal

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Improvisation on “St. Columba”

Future First Sundays Organ Recital, and Evensong, at 5:00 p.m., Spring 2024
May 5 Evensong with the Choir of TrinitytSt. Peter’s
June 2 Robert Gurney
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